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Welcome to a brand new issue of Pod Bible!
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO... ROMESH & TOM //

“I THINK IT’S GROWN
INTO SOMETHING
PRETTY SPECIAL, LIKE
A FIRST LOVE...”
TWO MEN HAVING A CHAT IS HARDLY A NEW TREND IN THE WORLD
OF PODCASTING, BUT WHEN THE MEN INVOLVED SHARE HUMOUR,
VULNERABILITY AND AN UNDYING LOVE FOR EACH OTHER THEN
YOU'RE PROBABLY ON TO A WINNER. FOR ISSUE #020 WE SPEAK
TO TWO OF THE SWEETEST SOULS IN PODCASTING, ROMESH
RANGANATHAN & TOM DAVIS FROM WOLF AND OWL!
PB: TELL US ALL ABOUT YOUR
SHOW! WHAT’S YOUR PODCAST
ELEVATOR PITCH?
TOM: Two buddies chatting nonsense for
an hour each week, join us, you might just
learn something about the World and maybe,
about yourself.
WHY PODCASTING? WHAT IS
IT ABOUT THE FORMAT THAT
APPEALED TO YOU?
TOM: There’s a feeling of freedom in working
in a medium on a show that can go just about
anywhere. For me the chance to spend time
connecting, bonding and butting heads with
one of my best mates and finest comedy
minds in the game never feels like work, it’s
a pure joy.
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THE VAST MAJORITY OF YOUR
SHOWS HAVE BEEN RECORDED
REMOTELY OVER THE INTERNET.
WHAT HAVE BEEN THE PROS AND
CONS TO RECORDING THAT WAY?
ROMESH: The main thing about podcasting
remotely is you know you can do it
anywhere, but you definitely notice a better
connection face to face. Tom’s wi-fi is also a
fucking shambles.
Comedians Tom Davis
(The Wolf) and Romesh
Ranganathan (The Owl)
shoot the breeze for an
hour a week because
they couldn't work out
a format.
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TOM: Recording remotely has been a blessing
as it suits both of ours schedules, it’s all we’ve
known aside one episode in the flesh. Bad wifi signals are always a kick in the crutch and
can butcher the flow. I do look forward to a
time when we sit across from one another, in
the flesh, a touch away, and we make sweet
pod together.

“IT'S A WORLD
REACHING OUT
TO BE HEARD”
YOU OFTEN RECEIVE PRAISE FOR
GIVING GREAT ADVICE TO YOUR
LISTENERS, BUT WHAT’S THE
WORST PIECE OF ADVICE YOU’VE
GIVEN SO FAR?
TOM: Hardest thing about giving advice is that
you seldom see the outcome, it’s like missing
the second half of a film. I like the thought
that all our advice and musings have helped
those who’ve reached out, who knows, you
can only hope.

ROMESH: I told somebody to not feel bad
about challenging some rude behaviour to a
woman, and although he shouldn’t feel bad
I should have been clearer that men should
challenge that shit whenever we can.
DO YOU THINK YOUR RELATIONSHIP
HAS CHANGED SINCE STARTING THE
PODCAST?
TOM: Massively so, I think it’s grown into
something pretty special, like a first love,
a childhood sweet heart you share a heart
pendant with. Sometimes late at night, I’ll
think about a life without Rom, the bookish
Owl flying no longer alongside my renegade
Wolf, it's always too much to even contemplate,
so I fire up my phone and look at pictures of
my guy doing wacky things and listen to all
the voice notes I’ve saved from him… The
darkness ends.
ROMESH: Tom is one of my favourite people in
the whole world. I love him and the podcast
is testament to how tight the friendship is.
Although if I got the call up to parenting hell
I’d f**k this off straight away.
// 03

WHAT OTHER PODCASTS ARE YOU
ENJOYING AT THE MOMENT?

PODCAST? WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SAY TO OUR READERS?

TOM: I’m a fan of the big hitters Off Menu
and Rob Beckett and Josh Widdicombe's
Parenting Hell. I love 2 Beats, 1 Cave and
shout out my G The Blindboy Podcast.

TOM: What is a podcast? Well friend it’s a many
layered onion or soap opera like Neighbours or
Emmerdale, full of such wonderful characters,
it’s a world reaching out to be heard, it’s a
stranger saying hello sit with me I have a
story a tell, it’s a meal you’ve never dared try
nae taste that has you smacking your lips in
anticipation. It can be almost and just about
anything and that is what makes a podcast just
about the most special gift you could give not
just someone else, but give yourself.

ROMESH: I’ve been listening to the Sweet
Bobby podcast which is a catfish story of the
maddest order. I also dip into What's Upset You
Now? with Seann Walsh and Paul McCaffrey.
FINALLY, TOM, WOULD YOU DO US
THE PLEASURE OF ENDING THIS
INTERVIEW LIKE YOU END THE
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THE NEW TESTAMENT //

RECENT EPISODE
HIGHLIGHTS
News
33m
What Next? // March 2022
On the first day of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Victoria Derbyshire and
Gabriel Gatehouse sat down with BBC Monitoring’s Russia editor Vitaliy
Shevchenko to start explaining what that strange, shocking day had
meant. Since then they’ve done the same thing every day, unpacking new
developments and trying to keep a handle on this sprawling war. Experts
add their thoughts, but the most affecting insights come from civilians on
the ground. ‘What Next?’ tries to answer the question millions are asking.

UKRAINECAST

Investigative Reporting
15m
Episode 1 // A Magical Town // February 2022
Among the handsome, timber-framed medieval streets of Shrewsbury,
something dark and strange festered during the pandemic. The BBC’s
disinformation reporter Marianna Spring headed to Shropshire to investigate
the death of Gary Matthews of Covid in Jan 2021 – he had turned inward,
and found community among conspiracy theorists on Facebook, the
kingpin of which Spring meets. What’s remarkable about the show is its
empathy, and the amount of ground it covers in just 10 10-minute episodes.

DEATH BY CONSPIRACY

Interview
56m
Lisa Taddeo // February 2022
This is not your standard celeb chat pod. As befits the world’s best pop
star (don’t argue), Dua Lipa’s interviewees are appropriately heavyweight:
start here with Lisa Taddeo, author of Three Women, then to British Vogue
editor Edward Enninful, Balmain creative director Olivier Rousteing and
rapper Megan Thee Stallion. Lipa is a good interviewer too, genuinely
engaged with her guests’ work and keen to get into the nuts and bolts of
their creative process.

DUA LIPA: AT YOUR SERVICE
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PRICKS
Episode 1 // A Pointed Mission // March 2022
A brand new podcast focusing on spiking in Britain and specifically the
rise in spiking by injection. Mair Howells, herself a victim of spiking, is on
a mission to find out who is behind the attacks, why they do it and what's
being done to stop it. Episode one focuses on her story before asking
how prevalent spiking is and who's being targeted. A well put together
show that sensitively deals with an upsetting and increasingly common
problem. All five episodes of the series are available now.

Society & Culture
27m

News
22m
Blood will out: Russian mercenaries // March 2022
The Economist’s daily current affairs podcast is always a good listen,
but of late it’s been particularly essential. One its best recent episodes
foregrounded Russia’s use of mercenaries in its merciless assault on
Ukraine, while others detailed the gradual destruction of Ukraine’s cultural
legacy as the bombardments continue, and examined Germany’s sudden
realignment from quasi-pacifism to putting €100 billion into rearming. A little
like a magazine itself, its three topics are wrapped up in about 25 minutes.

THE INTELLIGENCE

UNCANNY
Case 12: Fatal Collision // January 2022
This spiritual successor to runaway hit The Battersea Poltergeist sees
that pod’s host Danny Robins applying the cold case formula to other
stories of the odd and freaky, whether they be paranormal, intergalactic,
transdimensional or completely inexplicable. This one focuses on the
case of Laura, a delivery driver who was heading home late at night
when she was in a terrible, life-shattering accident. Or was she?

Paranormal
28m

Society & Culture
29m
The Lovers // February 2022
Despite the title, this episode of Short Cuts avoids the lovey-dovey. Sure,
it starts with host Josie Long whispering in your ear… but it moves onto
three unconventional love stories, all grounded in the truth of love.
We get to hear how it feels to have a crush on someone, the reality of
falling in and out of love with the same person over decades, and the
experience of habing a fleeting romance captured on camera.

SHORT CUTS
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LET THERE BE POD //
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

TALKING PODCASTS
WITH PODCASTERS
IN EACH ISSUE, ACAST — HOME OF THE UK’S BEST
PODCASTERS — SITS DOWN FOR A CHAT WITH ONE
OF ITS CREATORS TO HEAR WHAT THEY LOVE ABOUT
MAKING PODCASTS.
FOR THIS EDITION OF LET THERE BE POD, ACAST SPEAKS
TO ANNA & MANDI VAKILI ABOUT SISTERS IN THE CITY!
Acast: What about podcasting made you
want to start one of your own?
SITC: We love how podcasts are an authentic
and natural way for podcasters to express
their thoughts and experiences and connect
with their audience on a more
personal level. We have always
felt like we had so much more
to us than pictures and posing
on visual social media platforms
and are so passionate about
our Sisters in the a City podcast,
which is a place we can truly be
our crazy controversial selves!
What are some of the weirdest topics
you’ve spoken about on the podcast?
We’ve opened up on so many topics and
coughed up secrets we thought we’d take to
the GRAVE!! From spending the night in jail to
unwanted pregnancies and cosmetic surgery,
there’s definitely no box left unopened! It’s
been hilarious but also sometimes emotional
08 //

touching on some of these topics and digging
out some memories we just wish we never
had! But we know so many people will be
able to relate to even the strangest topics and
we want Sisters in the City to be a comfortable
no judgment zone for us and our listeners.
What are the key items a girl
has to have when living in
the city?
Oooo this one is interesting!
Ok, so we don’t leave for a
night out without the original
airwaves chewing gum! It’s the
most refreshing and you just
never know when you might see a cutie (if
you’re single of course) and need that fresh
breath for a kiss. Secondly, I’d probably say
a lipliner and lipgloss to fix up your pout once
you’ve messed up your makeup from kissing
the lucky frog! Finally, I would say hairbrush!
Can’t have that party hair in the middle of
the night and look like you’ve been dragged
through a bush! Got to keep the mane tamed!
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In comparison to visual-based platforms
like Instagram and YouTube, what do you
think podcasting offers that they don't?
It’s so nice for podcasters and ourselves
to just relax and not be self-conscious of
how we look while we’re having a chat
and not worry about what other people
will comment or say about our appearance.
Women are definitely more prone to
this. Female presenters or YouTubers for
example get way more stick about their
appearance and outfits than men do. I think
it’s refreshing how podcasts don’t have this
visual element and as a result podcasters
have way more of a genuine connection
with their audience.
What’s one hot tip for the budding
podcaster out there?
I think the best advice has to be to completely
and utterly be yourself. That’s the only way of
guaranteeing your podcast will be completely

unique, because there is only one you. Also,
don’t hesitate to explore topics you’re
passionate about on your podcast. I think
listeners can tell and engage way more
when a podcaster is diving into topics and
conversations that really interest them.
Do you think they'll be growth in influencers
into podcasting, and if so why?
I think there definitely will be 100%, well,
especially with the influencers who have a
big personality. There must be influencers out
there like us, who struggle with solely using
visual social media platforms to connect with
their followers. Those influencers I think will
be drawn to podcasts. It’s so much more
mentally stimulating as well, to actually listen
to thoughts and opinions on topics rather
than mindlessly scrolling through pictures
and videos all the time!
What have been your stand out moments
on the podcast so far?
// 09

It’s been such a laugh! We’ve had moments
where we are genuinely in stitches laughing
out loud and times where we get into little
bickering arguments, and it’s all such a
memorable journey. I think the times that
stand out to us the most, is the moments
where, we have no idea what the other
person is actually going to say because

it’s all so natural and freestyle, and then
suddenly one of us will just drop this massive
emotional bomb or memory. At that moment
the podcast feels so raw and real because
the other person didn’t know it was coming,
so the reaction and response going back and
forth is so precious I think.

WANT TO JOIN THE UK’S BIGGEST PODCAST
NETWORK, ALONGSIDE DANE BAPTISTE,
JESSIE WARE AND ADAM BUXTON?
START PODCASTING WITH
TODAY, USE CODE
ACAST-POD-BIBLE FOR THREE MONTHS OF OUR
"INFLUENCER" PLAN FREE AT ACAST.COM/START-PODCASTING
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THE HOLY GRAIL //
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

DON'T JUST TAKE
OUR WORD FOR IT...
EACH ISSUE WE BRING YOU A ROUND-UP OF THE
AUDIBLE ORIGINAL PODCASTS OUR MEMBERS
ARE LOVING AND PRESS ARE BUZZING ABOUT
TOO. WITHOUT FURTHER ADO HERE’S OUR
MEMBERS ON THEIR FAVOURITE LISTENS…
THE CATCH
The story of the Freshwater Five is either one of the biggest drug
busts in British history or one of its greatest miscarriages of justice.
Presented by Raphael Rowe, a journalist who himself spent 12 years
locked up for a crime he didn’t commit, this series delves into both
sides of the case to piece together the real story.
“Gripping”
Anon

“What an interesting story, great reporting skills which
kept the listener hooked throughout.” Ms Brunsdon

HERE'S EXACTLY WHAT TO DO
Mel Robbins is back, just in time to help you reimagine the life you
want. Discover why Mel is a bestselling global phenomenon with her
new Audible Original podcast, which guides you to take action so you
can stay motivated and transform your life.
“Superb guide to just getting
on with it.” Caroline
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“Wow! Straight talking practical
advice. Loved this.” Anon
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STEPHEN FRY'S INSIDE YOUR MIND
Stephen Fry travels into the most remarkable place we know - our
brain. Exploring just how much we’ve learned about this mysterious
structure in recent years, Stephen tries to answer some of the most
difficult questions that remain.
“Fascinating, accessible and
beautifully read.” Anon

“Loved it and enjoyed the immersive
sound scape.” Amazon Customer

BADDIEL & RIPLEY’S BUY LEAVE IT OR NOT
Listen in as old friends and comedy heroes, David Baddiel and Fay
Ripley, sort out your shopping trolley - unboxing and reviewing the
products you didn’t even know you wanted.
“Entertaining and funny. Proper
“As a shopaholic and comedy lover I was delighted to find this
laugh out loud.” Rachel
podcast. David and Fay are so natural together and very funny.” Anon

DERREN BROWN’S BOOT CAMP FOR LIFE
By drawing on wisdom and insights from modern psychology to ancient
philosophy, Derren Brown demonstrates how you can rise above your
brain’s limitations and think yourself into a more fulfilling, less anxietyridden life.
“Another brilliant instalment
by Derren.” A Kelly

“The intelligence behind all this really leaves you questioning your
behaviours and helps you to understand so much about yourself.” Anon

NATIONAL THEATRE X AUDIBLE NEW VOICES
New Voices, from Audible and the National Theatre, is a series of
four short plays originally written for New Views, from four young
playwrights from across the UK.

“Amazing, wonderful, couldn’t stop listing!” C Martin

LISTEN NOW. SUBSCRIPTION REQUIRED. SEE AUDIBLE.CO.UK FOR TERMS.
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THE SCRIPTURES //

PODCASTS WITH BACK
CATALOGUES THAT ARE
ALL KILLER, NO FILLER
SOME PODS YOU DIP IN AND OUT OF, OTHERS YOU LISTEN
TO RELIGIOUSLY. HERE’S OUR LATEST SELECTION OF
PODCASTS THAT ARE WELL WORTH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.
THE TROJAN HORSE AFFAIR

Documentary

An 8-part investigative series from the team that brought us Serial
and S-Town. One night in Birmingham, Brian Reed (the host of S-Town)
was approached by journalism student, Hamza Syed, who wanted
help with a story for his Masters degree. His aim? Uncovering the
truth about the ‘Trojan Horse letter’ that caused the UK government
to launch investigations into the supposed ‘radical Islamisation’ of
Birmingham schools in 2014. A gripping and fascinating listen.

THE ALWAYS SUNNY PODCAST

Film & TV

The story of It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia, told by the people
who made it. Rob McElhenney, Charlie Day and Glenn Howerton go
back to the very beginning of their juggernaut show to tell how it all
came together, episode by episode. Or at least, that’s the idea. Things
get rambly very quickly, and the occasional introduction of shots for
everyone doesn’t do much to aid anyone’s concentration. But it’s a
cheery extension of the ASIP universe fans still can’t get enough of.

COILED

Lifestyle & Culture

This short series hosted and produced by Leanne Ali explores
black afro hair in society and history. Coiled goes deep into the
topic, from the history of policing black women’s hair, to where the
hair for modern weaves comes from. Alongside interviews with
experts and business owners, the show is framed with Leanne’s
personal journey as she transitions back to her natural hair. There’s
something here for all listeners.

14 //
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STUFF THE BRITISH STOLE

History

An Australian history podcast with a true-crime twist. Each episode
of Stuff The British Stole shares the story of one object - or
occasionally a living being - that was taken from its homeland by
the British Empire. It’s covered well-known controversies like the
Parthenon marbles, as well as heart-breaking stories of real people.
An entertaining way to look beyond the plaques in museums, and
shed light on the whole history of each item.

WIRELESS NIGHTS

Lifestyle & Culture

Jarvis Cocker has always been interested in the nocturnal life of
Britain, going back to when he was breathily listing suburbs of his
hometown in Pulp’s ‘Sheffield: Sex City’ and beyond. Wireless
Nights is much more innocent than Cocker’s usual post-sundown
preoccupations, though. Each time, we meet people who come out at
night in different ways, whether they’re aboard a 24-hour party train,
trawling longwave radio or stumbling towards a Soho speakeasy.

HELP I SEXTED MY BOSS

Comedy

It’s the original odd couple: Radio 1’s Jordan North, Burnley FC
fan and I’m A Celeb breakout, meets etiquette coach and society
commentator William Hanson to dish out advice to any listener who
needs it. The three problems which North and Hanson deal with
each week aren’t really the point anymore though – it’s taken on a
life of its own now, and the hosts’ easy chemistry is the heart of it.
Grab a gin and Dubonnet and settle in.

WILD THINGS: SIEGFRIED & ROY

Documentary

An Apple Original podcast that delves into the lives of the illusionists
Seigfried & Roy, the hugely popular pair who performed 30,000
shows for 50 million people and generated well over $1 billion in
ticket sales, until Roy was attacked on stage by a tiger in 2003.
While their stage personas were well known, their private lives had
remained mostly a mystery. Emmy winning filmmaker and journalist
Steven Leckart changes that with this truly fascinating series.

THE LINE-UP w/ SHAUN KEAVENY

Music

Since leaving BBC 6Music, Shaun Keaveny’s set up one online radio
show and two podcasts. This one’s firmly in the podcasting subgenre
we’re going to call ‘chat about fantasy stuff’. Off Menu does fantasy
meals; The Moon Under Water builds a fantasy pub; The Line-Up
programmes a fantasy festival bill. Jodie Whittaker, Ricky Gervais and
Natasha Bedingfield have popped by to share the soundtrack to their
weekenders, minus the cider hangover and £14 baked potatoes.
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BREAKING BREAD //
WITH

EUREKA!: GETTING
UNDER THE SKIN
OF SCIENCE
Last month, Stak launched its latest highprofile entry into the world of science
podcasts: Eureka! Science enthusiast Rick
Edwards (5 Live Breakfast) and actual
real-life scientist (and author) Dr. Michael
Brooks make their long-awaited return to
the podcasting world with Eureka!, mixing
expert insight with playful humour and
relentless curiosity.

uncertainties and the difficulties science
creates, like nuclear waste or genetic
modification. I’ve been channelling Mr
Sumner ever since, I think.

MICHAEL: I wasn’t that into science until
just before I left school, when I had an
amazing physics teacher called Mr Sumner.
He ‘wasted’ class time discussing the

M: My favourite moment in science, the one
that made me realise how ridiculous it can
be, was during my PhD, when I’d had a few
lunchtime pints and went back to the lab

RICK: I was one of those infuriating kids who
constantly asked: “Why?!” And I really meant
it. I was always interested in understanding
why things were true, why
things happened - I was
Every
Wednesday,
Rick
never satisfied with someone
and Michael ask a new and
telling me “That’s just how
puzzling question: Should we
it is.” This led me to doing
fear an alien invasion? What
some quite eccentric things,
makes a psychopath? Will we
like teaching myself calculus
ever talk to animals? From
- aged 14 - in order to try and
face transplants to AI robot
get a more precise value
takeovers, our brainy duo
of pi (at this point the idea
have the answers. Well, one
of irrational numbers was
of them does…
beyond me). Really obnoxious stuff. But I
realised quite early on that science was the
WHEN DID YOUR INTEREST IN thing that might provide the answers I was
SCIENCE FIRST BEGIN?
looking for.
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and connected my equipment up wrong. I
asked a senior scientist in the lab for help,
and he genuinely said the strange signal
on my oscilloscope could be a sign that the
experiment was altering the space-time
continuum. I’ve struggled to take science
seriously ever since.

R: I am very excited to discuss, A) The
likelihood that Elon Musk will successfully
upload himself to a computer and B) How
quickly we would all collectively decide to
switch him off at the mains.

Whatever Rick and Michael discover, one
thing is certain: their search will make you fall
WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING in love with science all over again. So strap
FORWARD TO DISSECTING ON yourself in, plug into the matrix and prepare
EUREKA!?
for a wild ride through the wonderful world of
scientific discovery.
M: We haven’t planned or even discussed
the episode yet, but I’d really like to get into Eureka! releases new episodes weekly, listen
a scientific breakdown of what is the world’s now via Acast, Spotify or Apple Podcasts.
most difficult sport - and why it’s cricket!
stakpod

stakpod

Stak produces podcasts that entertain and inform, including some of the UK’s biggest and most popular
shows - boasting a combined 4 million monthly listens and over 45 years of podcasting experience.
Whether recording remotely or in our broadcast-grade London studio, we specialise in every stage of
the podcasting process. To find out more or get in touch, visit our website at stak.london!
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JACKIE THE RIPPER: THE CHARTTOPPING COMEDY RETURNS
The gory comedy drama that topped the “The second season of Jackie the Ripper
podcast charts last Halloween returned for a brings Detective Abberline face to face with
second five-part series last month.
Jackie as she commits her most gruesome
murder yet,” says writer Joel Emery, who is
Everyone knows the story of Jack the Ripper, the also one of the creators of the hit comedy
infamous serial killer who haunted the streets of The Offensive.
19th century London. 134 years later, there’s a
new killer in town. In this modern reimagining, Razor-sharp humour lives hand-in-hand with a
men are the victims of dark, sexually aggressive timely, wry commentary on gender politics and
murders committed by a woman: the mysterious, the culture within the Met police, with a chilling
remorseless Jackie.
conspiracy to match. But there’s so much more
to the show than just a thrilling script.
Season 1 of Jackie the Ripper was released last
October and, inevitably, it ended in chaos for “Jackie the Ripper features a brilliant, diverse
hapless lead detective Frederick Abberline as cast of voice actors who all record remotely from
Jackie escaped his grasp.
literally all over the world,” says Joel. “Together
they make a group of characters that sound and
Within five episodes, the show hit #1 in Apple’s behave like modern Londoners.”
fiction charts and a few months later was
optioned for a TV adaptation with Goldfinch. London might be brought to life, but there’s only
Now, an extremely paranoid, slightly clueless, one way Jackie’s victims are going. Jackie’s
and definitely over-caffeinated Abberline must back and she’s ready for more…
conduct his woman-hunt all over again as the
culture war around the case intensifies, his career Season one and two of Jackie the Ripper
crumbles around him, and that very annoying are out now, listen via ACAST, Spotify or
paperwork on his desk just keeps piling up.
Apple Podcasts.
18 //
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FOR THE LOVE OF POD //

POPPY JAY
THE CO-HOST OF THE AWARD WINNING BROWN GIRLS DO IT TOO
TELLS US ABOUT HER CURRENT TOP 5 SHOWS...

SWEET BOBBY

THE podcast of 2021 – I was quite late to the game with this one but my god I was
schooled in the ultimate catfishing story of the century. A woman by the name of
Kirat Assi believed she was in a 10-year relationship with a man she had never seen.
The story doesn’t end once the catfisher has been identified, and that’s when it
gets really juicy. The podcast holds a mirror to our twisted society and reveals how
the criminal justice system cannot keep up with a very 21st century kinda crime.

WHAT IS THIS BEHAVIOUR?

Anything with the tagline ‘South Asian people going against the grain’ will
automatically have my attention. This podcast spotlights a perfect blend of South
Asian Activists, DJs, Directors and all like minded folk from the creative industries.
Trailblazers in their own right, the hosts and their guests redefine what it means
to be brown today and smash one cultural stereotype at a time.

THANK YOU NEXT

Spotlighting more ‘Brown Host Magic’ is this podcast, Thank You Next, a two women
band hosted by the mega lolz, Raj Pander and Hardeep Dhada. This pod isn’t just
about turning your relationship losses into wins but bonding and laughing over our
collective fails – and making the same mistakes all over again…but hey WE MOVE!

THE TROJAN HORSE AFFAIR

A gripping investigation about the ‘Trojan Horse Affair’, the story of the anonymous
letter sent to Birmingham City Council in 2013 about the alleged plot to take over
and run local state schools according to strict Islamist principles. This double
headed 8-part series is hosted by unlikely duo, veteran producer Brian Reed, and
a Muslim Birmingham local and former doctor Hamza Syed. It’s their relationship
with one another and their burning desire to get to the bottom of a scandal that
rocked the education system back in 2014-15 that makes this a gripping listen.

GROUNDED WITH LOUIS THEROUX

Hooked after listening to just one episode with Helena Bonham Carter, there is
nothing this cultural don cannot do. Did I even care about Helena Bonham Carter
before I listened to this? No. Did I like her AFTER listening to this episode? Absolutely.
Louis Theroux’ ability to get the best out of his guests whilst remaining unashamedly
‘Louis’ is what makes him spectacular and I greedily look forward to more.
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THE CREATOR //
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

TORTOISE’S SLOW NEWS
APPROACH HAS A FASTGROWING AUDIENCE.
BASIA CUMMINGS, EDITOR AT TORTOISE, TALKS ABOUT THE
VALUE OF SLOW NEWS AND HOW TO BUILD LISTENERSHIP.
Apple Podcasts and Pod Bible partnered
up for a series of interviews with creators.
In each issue, we ask creators about their
podcast and how they use Apple Podcast
Subscriptions to connect with their fans.
We recently sat down with the editor at
Tortoise Media, Basia Cummings, to learn
about how they leverage subscriptions to
build relationships with their audience, offer
more content and perks to loyal listeners,
and ultimately take their business to the
next level. apple.co/tortoise

Where can people listen to your podcast?
They often access our work through our
website or our app. As Tortoise grew,
it became clear to us that, with all our
investigative and storytelling expertise,
podcasts were the best format for us.
Becoming an audio-first publisher in
2020 allowed us to craft investigations
and daily shows in a way that stayed true
to our “slow” and “open” values — while
significantly growing our audience.
What kind of shows do you make?

Apple: Tell us about your podcast. What
makes Tortoise stand out?
BC: Tortoise is different from any other kind
of newsroom I've worked in, in two important
ways. First, as our name suggests, we take
the news slowly. We investigate what’s
driving the news, not breaking news.
Secondly, our journalism is built for – and
with – our members who join our newsroom
to tell us what they care about and inform
our work.
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Today, our focus is very much on narrative
storytelling, and we do this in different ways,
in different podcasts, for very different
audiences. The Slow Newcast is our awardwinning flagship investigative show – one
gripping story each week. Our daily shows,
the Sensemaker and the Playmaker, take one
story a day and make sense of the world of
news and football. We also work on narrative
series – long-term, ambitious stories over 6-8
episodes. These have included Left to Die, My
Mother’s Murder, Finding Q, and the global hit
Sweet Bobby.
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What made you decide to launch a
subscription on Apple Podcasts?
Building a relationship with our audience –
whether through Tortoise membership, which
brings people into our newsroom
and informs our journalism
– or through Apple Podcasts
Subscriptions, is crucial to us at
Tortoise as a business, and as
journalists. Helping our audience
make sense of the world is what
we do, and it became clear as
we were publishing Sweet
Bobby, our hit show about a
catfishing scam, that we were building a large
off-platform listenership. Apple Podcasts
Subscriptions enabled us to bring those
listeners closer to our newsroom and give
them a richer listening experience.
How do subscriptions fit into your overall
business model?

Apple Podcasts Subscriptions is a natural
extension of our success in audio. When our
daily Sensemaker hit seven million downloads
and Sweet Bobby went viral towards the
end of 2021, we realized that we had an
increasingly loyal audience
that we wanted to grow. Apple
Podcasts Subscriptions benefits
mean we can give early access
to our investigations, exclusive
content where appropriate, and
ad-free listening. It means we
can offer more while staying
true to our values – and we can
remain an open, slow newsroom
that our members truly feel part of.
What information have you gathered from
Apple Podcasts Subscriptions?
We’ve been delighted to discover how young
our listeners are. We always knew that the
average Tortoise member skewed far younger
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than the average person who paid for media;
39 compared to 55+. But one of the things
we’re particularly proud of is that our average
listener age is 29. In the world of news, that’s
really important. Through our membership
and our audio subscription, we’ve debunked
the myth that younger people aren’t prepared
to pay for news content.
Where do you see Tortoise+ in a year?
Membership is one of the key barometers
of our success. As we grow our membership
over the next year and beyond, we can bring
more voices into our newsroom, and fund
more investigations. We have a brilliant slate
for 2022, including stories from the Sweet
Bobby team, The Slow Newscast team, as
well as new shows with brilliant commentators
and activists. And there’s lots of exclusive and
bonus content in the works.
Tell us about an episode that you’re most
proud of.
In June last year, a colleague told me that
someone had messaged him about a terror
attack in Mozambique. I remembered seeing
it flitter across the headlines here in the UK,
but I hadn’t followed it closely. A couple of
weeks later, I sat down for an interview with
two men, Nick and Wes, to learn more about

what had happened. It was one of the most
incredible, devastating interviews of my
career, and became Left to Die, a three-part
investigation into how a group of civilians was
abandoned by the military, the government,
and one of the biggest oil and gas companies
in the world, and left to fight for their lives as
Islamist militant besieged them. It is a series
that, I think, shows why being slow really
matters; how it allows you to get deeper into
stories that are quickly forgotten in the quick
cycle of breaking news. But most of all, it
shows how important it is to really listen to
people, and hear their stories.
What would you say to someone who’s
trying to break into the industry?
The piece of advice I would give anyone,
whatever they are trying to do is: take your
time. At Tortoise, it took us a while to figure
out what the right format and approach to The
Slow Newscast should be. It took months to
land on the right format for the Sensemaker,
which is now our biggest show. And by
“taking time,” I mean: allow yourself time
to figure out who this show is for and what
you want to say. Also, never underestimate
your sound designer. They are the magicians
who transform the heavy, leaden script into
gripping stories or unforgettable moments
that’ll make you miss your bus stop.

APPLE PODCASTS SUBSCRIPTIONS
IS THE GLOBAL MARKETPLACE FOR
PREMIUM PODCAST SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Join the community, build a following,
learn more at apple.co/podbible
22 //
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PODCAST DISCIPLE //

CARIAD LLOYD
IN EVERY ISSUE WE ASK A PODCAST DISCIPLE FIVE
QUESTIONS ABOUT THEIR LOVE OF PODCASTS AND
PODCASTING. FOR THIS ISSUE WE’RE JOINED BY
CARIAD LLOYD, HOST OF GRIEFCAST!
WHY DO YOU LOVE PODCASTS?
CL: I love the intimacy of them, I love how it
feels like eavesdropping, how much you can
learn, how much care podcasters take over
making a piece of audio, I really like them in
case you haven’t worked that out yet.
WHAT WAS THE FIRST POD YOU
EVER LISTENED TO?
No Such Thing As A Fish, which is still my
go-to when I just want a brilliant, funny
and educational listen. It’s got better and

funnier, which is
very impressive.
WHICH
PODCASTER
MAKES YOU
LAUGH THE
MOST?
Dear Joan & Jericha have made me howl with
laughter walking in the street. I actually had to
stop laughing and hide it for a bit as people
were staring so much.
WHICH PODCAST HAS EDUCATED
YOU THE MOST?
Just recently I have been binging, You’re Wrong
About and it’s spin off show Maintenance Phase
and I have learnt so much. I like that it’s a US
take on things, so it often focuses on topics that
aren’t discussed in the UK. The BMI episode
of Maintenance Phase is absolutely fascinating.
CAN YOU RECOMMEND A SHOW OUR
READERS MAY NOT HAVE HEARD?

The Queen Mary History of Emotions podcast
is riveting, I found that thanks to the British
Podcast Awards awarding them a nod last
year. For more silliness, Three Bean Salad,
with Mike Wozniak, Henry Paker and Ben
Partridge is a very delightful listen.
thegriefcast

ladycariad

cariadlloyd
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Media &
Content Partner

My Dad
Wrote a
Porno

BY DAY
Europe’s breakthrough business
event for the podcasting community
25 - 26 May, Business Design Centre, Islington
350+ world-class speakers.
150+ panels and keynotes.
120+ industry brands.
Networking. Creator’s Corner.
Pitch your podcast and more...

BOOK DAY PASSES

BY NIGHT

LINE UP

SJM Concerts presents

British Scandal

A week long line up of live
podcast shows across London

Comfort Eating with Grace Dent

Fearne Cotton’s Happy Place

The Receipts

23 - 29 May

RedHanded

SEE WEBSITE FOR TICKET PRICES
AND FULL LINE UP DETAILS. BOOK NOW!

Elis James and John Robins
The Rick Shiels Golf Show

Book your Day Passes with code ‘PODBIBLE’ for

20% off* at thepodcastshowlondon.com
Headline Partner
The Origin Theatre

Lead Partners

Partner of the Amplify Theartre

In association with IAB UK

Official Partners

24 //
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*This promotion is for a limited number of Day Passes and excludes The Podcast Show LIVE evening tickets.

a to r s
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For creators, the industry and podcast fans

a

LONDON, UK
The New International Festival for Podcasting
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THE PODCAST SHOW 2022 //

TAKE YOUR PODCAST
TO THE NEXT LEVEL
If you’re addicted to podcasts, have one of
your own or are convinced you’d have a hit if
you started one, this major and first-of-its kind
festival is for you. Get your foot in the door with
commissioners, expand your skills and sound
out your ideas - all under one roof!

Flex those grey cells with 150 panels and
keynotes, with star turns from world-class
talent and major industry leaders. There’ll be
experiential activations, pop up stages a-plenty,
a Creator’s Corner and the Rise Up Platform, an all
day-stage offering up the best advice for those
just starting on their podcast journey. By night,
The Podcast Show LIVE will offer up a week-long
line up of live podcasts, including Elis James &
John Robins, British Scandal and Comfort
Eating with Grace Dent. It’s one big celebration
of podcasting and you don’t want to miss out!

The Podcast Show 2022 will gather some
of the biggest players in the biz, including
Spotify, Amazon Music, BBC Sounds
and Audible, alongside a roster of the best
creators out there, including Fearne Cotton,
The Receipts, RedHanded, Edith Bowman,
Nihal Arthanayake, Jane Garvey, Fi Glover Just starting out? Some of your favourite
and all the gang from My Dad Wrote a Porno. podcasters & presenters will be there...

Fearne Cotton

RedHanded

My Dad Wrote A Porno

The Receipts

Jane Garvey & Fi Glover

Football Ramble

Miranda Sawyer

Nihal Arthanayake

DAY PASSES FROM JUST £55, OR £30 IF YOU’RE AGED 30 AND UNDER

BOOK NOW AT THEPODCASTSHOWLONDON.COM
AND SAVE 20%* WITH PROMO CODE PODBIBLE
*Offer only valid on £55 delegate day passes
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THE OLD TESTAMENT //

CLASSIC EPISODES FROM
THE PODCAST ARCHIVES
Science
30m
Six Degrees // June 2011
Way back when Robin Ince and Professor Brian Cox’s long-running
science forum was back in just its fourth series, they delved into the idea
of interconnectedness and mingled experiences summed up by the Six
Degrees of Separation – that anyone in the world is only ever six connected
people away from any other person – and what it tells us about how we live
in a globalised world. Tech journalist Aleks Krotoski, Stephen Fry and science
writer Simon Singh join Ince and Cox, and Fry’s on particularly good form.

THE INFINITE MONKEY CAGE

DISTRACTION PIECES PODCAST
#393 // Kelechi Okafor // June 2021
Writer, actor, Say Your Mind podcast founder and fitness studio owner
Kelechi Okafor chats with Scroobius Pip about, among other things,
hustle culture and its in-built limitations, walking around Peckham,
the criminal justice system, tarot, and being a “dickhead in recovery”.
Okafor has a razor sharp mind and reaches beyond the everyday and
even beyond policy and structures for answers to society’s problems. Pip
is clearly a fan and the resulting conversation is compelling throughout.

Interview
1h 9m

Lifestyle & Culture
1h 9m
1 // Charlotte Rose & Eliza Harper // August 2019
To accompany the release of her second book, Sarah Pascoe produced a
series of podcasts featuring interviews with people who have experiences
with sex work, stripping, porn and other areas of the sex industry. Episode
1 features sex workers Charlotte Rose & Eliza Harper discussing their
journeys to where they are today and the regular misconceptions behind
what they do. Open, honest and respectful this podcast gives people who
are so often talked about the opportunity to speak for themselves.

SEX POWER MONEY
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THE HIGH PERFORMANCE PODCAST
E60 // Gareth Southgate // June 2021
A real eye opener of an episode from Jake Humphrey and Damian Hughes'
High Performance Podcast, the show that provides an intimate glimpse
into the lives of high-achieving, successful individuals. The pair are joined
before last Summer's European Championships by England manager
Gareth Southgate, who gives insight on transitioning from playing to
management, dealing with immense pressure, spending time within other
sporting institutions to gain experience and much, much more.

Sport & Leisure
1h 36m

Lifestyle & Culture
20m
Episode 2 // Dying To Meet You // July 2020
Right, cards on the table: this is all about death and dying, and it does
not pull its punches. However – and this is a substantial however – Dead
Honest finds its power and a kind of serenity in staring the most difficult
subject of all in the face. Georgie Vestey meets professionals whose work
brings them into daily contact with death, from disaster victim identifiers
to crisis negotiators. The subject of this one, Andy Holter, quit his job to
become a funeral director, and found his vocation.

DEAD HONEST

THE SANDWICH UNIVERSE
Le Grilled Cheese // August 2021
Molly Baz is a bit of a cult cooking icon, with her generous, big-flavoured
recipes and endearing vibe. Her mate Declan Bond is the son of a chef
and really, really likes eating things. Together, they embark on a voyage
of discovery with the goal of creating the very best version of 10 of the
all-time great sandwiches. Think you've perfected your cheese toastie
recipe already? The tips and tricks from Baz alongside the show's
listeners will push your grilled cheese game to the next level.

Food
31m

Comedy / History
44m
15 // Ten Cent Beer Night // August 2014
The Dollop is an American comedy history podcast in which comedian
Dave Anthony reads stories from American history to his friend and fellow
comedian Gareth Reynolds, who usually has no knowledge of the topic
that will be discussed, with the two commenting on and reacting to the
stories. This classic episode focuses on the amazing story of 'Ten Cent
Beer Night', a promotion held by Major League Baseball's Cleveland
Indians in June 1974 that led to absolute bedlam on the field.

THE DOLLOP

// 27

THE GOOD SAMARITAN //

PODCASTS
WITH A SOCIAL
CONSCIENCE
JASON REED FROM LEAP UK & THE STOP AND
SEARCH PODCAST SPEAKS TO THE PEOPLE BEHIND
PODCASTS FROM THE CHARITY AND CAUSES SECTOR
We’ve all experienced an international
pandemic, but Madeleine Black wanted
to continue her work as a psychotherapist
and try and help people through the
unprecedented time - her podcast
Unbroken: Healing Through Storytelling
began to take shape as the world went
into lockdown:
“After sharing my own
story publicly in 2014 I was
asked to speak more and
in February 2020 I was the
closing keynote speaker for
a conference in Namibia…
then lockdown came in and
all of my speaking events
were cancelled. I was one of
those people that were very
resistant to the virtual world
and thought I’d just wait until things returned
back to normal and would speak again in
public very soon. As we all now know my
plans didn’t quite work out.
I’m very lucky that I’ve been a guest many
times on podcast shows and I got a sense
of what worked and what didn’t. I decided
to start my own podcast show as a way to
28 //

offer some hope and positivity for others. I
also know a lot of amazing people through
various organisations that I’ve been
personally involved with (The Forgiveness
Project and The Global Resilience Project).”
The podcast and its themes are
beautifully simplistic and yet imbued with
life’s unique complications….
“I was very clear that I only
wanted to interview people
that had overcome adversity,
had bounced back, and are
now making a difference
for others. I wanted to show
people that if they can get
past whatever they have been
through. It’s called “Unbroken:
Healing Through Storytelling”
as I really believe that none of us are broken
beyond repair and if we choose to, we can
get past anything that happens to us in life.”
Madeleine makes it clear that her
inspiration to continue to podcast is
burning bright, and the stories she’s
heard - and is yet to hear - are fuelling the
desire to carry on.
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“I think whilst we might not relate to
everybody’s story, there is something we
can relate to in every episode. I’ve learnt
that humans are incredible and we are all
a lot stronger than we think we are. It is so
healing for everyone, both the storyteller
and those that are listening; it can help
people to not feel alone with their issue, can
show them a way through what might feel
impossible and it can give them hope that
they can recover. I also think that storytelling
can help to break shame, stigma and silence
around certain topics and I’ve had many
courageous conversations with my guests.
I’m not really a planner and I like to go
with the flow and just see where life takes

me. It’s about the difference it can make to
others that listen in. I can’t imagine not doing
my show now, even though live speaking
events are coming back. I love interviewing
my guests as I get to sit in their wonderful
energy but then I get to share it with others
too and the feedback I receive is great.”
ukleap.org

@JasonTron

With a mix of live panel discussions,
celebrity guests, policy experts
and general inquisitiveness, STOP
AND SEARCH discusses drugs,
addiction, mental health and the
media. Available on Spotify, Acast
and all other platforms.
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OH MY POD //

INDEPENDENT
PODCASTS
WITH BIG BRANDS AND FAMOUS NAMES CONTINUING TO DOMINATE
THE CHARTS, IT CAN BE TOUGH FOR INDEPENDENT SHOWS TO
BREAK THROUGH. HERE AT POD BIBLE WE WANT TO ENSURE THAT
WHILE CONTINUING TO CELEBRATE THE BIG GUNS, WE'RE ALSO
CHAMPIONING THE INDIES. IN EACH ISSUE WE ASK AMATEUR
OR INDEPENDENT PODCASTS TO GET IN TOUCH WITH A SHORT
DESCRIPTION OF THEIR SHOW. HERE ARE OUR CURRENT FAVES...
PAGE

Page is a podcast where writers dissect a single page of their book. Bestselling
memoirists and non-fiction writers discuss their most frank & moving page. Wise, deep
chats that teach us how to cope when things fall apart.

GROUNDED CONTENT

Tactical & effective meets grounded & honest. We share real, practical, no B.S. advice for
content creators and content strategists so you can be effective AND grounded.

THE TRAIL AHEAD

Showing up outside means so many different things for so many different people.
@faithevebee & @adelinemt are on a mission to diversify the outdoor industry through
convos about equity, climate justice, racism and change.

MOVIES, FILMS AND FLIX

Started in 2015, Movies, Films and Flix is a podcast that loves shark movies, weird movie
data, and discussions about jet ski action scenes. If you're a fan of fun movie related
discussions, give MFF a listen.

THE ICARUS COMPLEX

The Icarus Complex is an audio drama that's parts comedy, parts comedy, and always
engaging. Follow the lead character Liam as he navigates the treacherous waters of
dating and the complexities of relationships in each episode.

NEXT DOOR VILLAIN

With discussion, some literary art, and a bit of humour, we attempt to find the humanity
behind fictional villains in pop culture. By connecting with, relating to, and understanding
characters that were designed to be hated, we might understand the villains in our own lives.

30 //
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WAITING FOR MARGOT

Opening up the conversation around fertility and health struggles for women and non-binary
people. Each episode features a frank chat about a particular topic in the hope of making
others feel less alone and breaking taboos when it comes to talking about these issues.

THE POD BROADS

A podcast about women in podcasting. It features long-form unfiltered conversations
with women in the podcasting industry about their live & work and how the two intersect.

LET'S TALK PETTY!

We aren't petty, we just talk about it. We find petty feuds and rivalries and discuss what
makes the pettiness in each particular story so funny and ridiculous. One of us researches
and the other hears the information for the first time.

ROLL PLUS HEART

We're Roll Plus Heart, a queer actual play podcast playing many light-hearted #ttrpg
systems, focused on queer stories! If you like comedy actual play podcasts but you want
it more femme, more gay and more silly we're for you!

MOVIES & TEA

A podcast about film fans getting together for that post movie coffee and pie (or tea in
our case) chat. Each season is dedicated to the work of a different director as we break
down their style and themes.

BREAST CANCER STORIES

Breast Cancer Stories follows Kristen Vengler, a 56 year old single empty nester
in San Diego, in real time from her diagnosis of through chemotherapy, mastectomy,
reconstruction, radiation, and beyond.

SUPERFANCAST

Superfancast is made by music nuts for music nuts. Each episode we bring on a superfans
of a particular artist, we deep dive in to that artist then quiz the Superfan to ultimately
determine if they area fan or a fraud.

THE JAMES BOND A TO Z PODCAST

An encyclopedic exploration of the many talented creatives responsible for 27 007 films,
released over 60 years. As well as its three passionate Bond fan hosts, the show also
features occasional expert guests who offer their own unique insight into the world of Bond.

STUMPY SANDERSON’S 1970S STORIES

Stumpy Sanderson’s 1970s Stories are zany and wacky tales about a group of mischievous
working-class boys growing up in the 1970s in the truck-making town of Dunstable. All
written, made and produced with true DIY punk spirit.

GOT A PODCAST YOU'D LOVE TO SEE FEATURED IN ISSUE #021?
SEND US A ONE OR TWO SENTENCE DESCRIPTION ON TWITTER!
#OHMYPOD // @PODBIBLE
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THANKS FOR READING!
POD BIBLE WILL BE BACK WITH
ISSUE #021 IN JUNE

@podbible
READ OUR BACK CATALOGUE AT PODBIBLEMAG.COM
COVER ILLUSTRATION BY DAN EVANS
@DAN_DRAWS / IDRAWFORFOOD.CO.UK
WRITERS: ADAM RICHARDSON, FRAN TURAUSKIS,
TOM NICHOLSON & JASON REED
SPECIAL THANKS TO ACAST, AUDIBLE, STAK, APPLE, MELISSA MATANDA, GIORGIA
SMITH, BLANDINE HOGE, FINN RANSON, BRANDON SHRIBER, CHARLOTTE STUART, JOE
DUCARREAUX, CAROL WHIFFEN & ALEXANDRA RICHARDSON
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POD BIBLE ONLINE
ORDER BACK ISSUES, LISTEN TO
THE POD BIBLE PODCAST OR READ
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS, REVIEWS &
BONUS EDITORIAL CONTENT

PODBIBLEMAG.COM
// 34

